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RVU’s Pursuit of Excellence



Message from the Vice Chancellor

The RV University (RVU) commenced its academic 
programmes in three Schools on 20 September 
2021. Currently, we are in our second year of 
operations with six Schools. In a short span of one 
and a half years, we have tried to create a vibrant 
academic environment. We have so far hosted four 
Ramon Magsaysay award winners, two Rhodes 
scholars, besides instituting a CXO Lecture series. 
There were many other exciting activities on the 
campus in the past one and a half years.

We have felt the need to bridge a communication 
gap between the RVU on the one hand and on the 
other, our students, their parents, collaborators 
in the industry, Government, thinktanks and 
community-based organisations. We are, therefore, 
starting with a e-Digest which will be circulated 
over email once in every quarter. In the first issue, 
we hope to wrap up developments in the last one 
and a half years and cover various milestones, 
student and faculty achievements, recognitions and 
honours. We are acutely aware that it is impossible 
to exhaust these achievements. As it will be a quarterly issue, we hope to capture them 
more accurately in the coming quarters and disseminate that information on a regular basis. 
Through this process, we wish to stay connected with our stakeholders.
 
The vision of RV University is to be a world-class, tech-driven, global university for liberal 
education. We wish to provide transformative education and produce next generation 
leaders who as per RVEI tagline will “Go, Change the World”. We sincerely request to all 
stakeholders to amplify our message through social media and other channels and provide 
valuable feedback to the RV University. This will certainly help improve our focus and efforts 
in our pursuit of excellence.

Prof. Y.S.R. Murthy
Founding Vice Chancellor, 

RV University
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Significant strides in a short span

850+ Students

25+ International
Collaborations

1 Lakh sq. ft. Built-up Area 
(It will become one million sq. ft. 

in a year’s time)

25 Acres
Land Area

45 Degree 
Programmes

12 Research
Centres

60+ Faculty
Members

50+ National
Collaborations

6 Interdisciplinary 
Schools

4



Milestones

Start of RVU’s  Journey

Prof. Y.S.R. Murthy 
assumed charge 

as RVU’s first Vice 
Chancellor on 31 August 

2020

 President, Dr. M. P Shyam, 
Hony. Secretary,  Dr. 

(h.c.) A.V.S. Murthy, Joint 
Secretary,  Mr. D.P. Nagaraj 
from RSST along with Vice 

Chancellor, RVU , Prof. 
Y.S. R. Murthy, submit the 
proposal to Sri G. Kumar 

Naik, I.A.S., Additional Chief 
Secretary, Government of 

Karnataka
on 1 March 2021
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RV University, a new-age, global  
university for liberal education 

was born on 16 June 2021 with 
the issue of a final Gazette 

Notification by the Government 
of Karnataka
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RVU moves to 
current campus on 

Mysore Road on 
24 July 2021

Present in the photograph: President, RSST and 
Chancellor, RV University, Dr. M.K. Panduranga 
Setty, Pro Chancellor and Hony. Secretary, 
RSST, Dr. (h.c.) A.V.S. Murthy, Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Y.S.R. Murthy, Jt. Secretary and Pro Vice 
Chancellor,  Mr. D.P. Nagaraj, Members of RVU 
Governing Body and Trustees of RSST, Deans, 
faculty members, and non-teaching staff

RVU commenced its academic programmes with the first cohort

RVU commenced its first 
academic year on 20 
September 2021. President, 
RSST and Chancellor, 
RV University, Dr. M.K. 
Panduranga Setty, Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Y. S. R. 
Murthy, Pro Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Dwarika Prasad 
Uniyal, Registrar, RVU, Dr. 
Krupashankara and a student 
light the lamp on the occasion
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8 December 2021 was a momentous day for RVU. It was formally inaugurated by 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka, Shri Basavaraj S. Bommai in the presence 
of Dr. C.N. Ashwath Narayan, Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education, Government 
of Karnataka and other dignitaries. The School of Computer Science and Engineering 
(SoCSE) and School of Business (SoB) were formally launched on that day

Formal Inauguration of RVU
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Bhumi Puja ceremony performed for RV University’s expansion project (Phase -1)

The RV University’s expansion 
project phase-1 started with 
the Bhumi Puja on 24 March 
2022. The new, eco-friendly, 
modern and aesthetic-
looking campus is expected to 
be operational in 18  months 
time

On 29 June 2022, Dr. 
M.P. Shyam, President, 
RSST and  Shri Chaluve 
Gowda, Govt. of 
Karnataka Nominee to the 
Board of Governors of 
RVU inaugurated the new 
building of the School of 
Design and Innovation. 
Dr. (h.c.) A.V.S. Murthy, 
Hony. Secretary, RSST 
and Pro-Chancellor, 
RVU, Shri D.P. Nagaraj, 
Joint Secretary, RSST 
and Pro Vice-Chancellor, 
RVU, Ms. Maya Chandra, 
Trustee, RSST, Prof. 
Y.S.R Murthy, VC, RVU 
were present  along with  
faculty members  and staff

School of Design and Innovation building inaugurated
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Launch of Research Centres

Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Contemporary Ethics (MGCCE) launched

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, Ramon Magsaysay award winner, Mr. Bezwada Wilson inaugurated 
the Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Contemporary Ethics (MGCCE) on 2 October 2021

Centre for Visual and Performing Arts launched

On 19 March 2022, the Centre for Visual and Performing Arts was launched 
to bridge the gap in conservation, performing arts and art education.  The 
glittering event was attended by celebrities like the Founder of Ranga 
Shankara, Mrs. Arundhati Nag, former MP, Rajya Sabha, Mrs. B Jayashree 
and renowned Kannada author Mr Jayant Kaikini



Centre for Human Rights Studies was 
inaugurated by the renowned Ramon 
Magsaysay awardee and former 
Rural Affairs Editor of The Hindu 
Mr. P. Sainath, on 29 August 2022

Centre for Human Rights Studies launched

Centre for Victimological Research and Victim Assistance (CVRVA) launched

In line with our vision to 
bridge the gap between 
the research, policy and 
practice in victim services, 
RVU launched its Centre 
for Victimological 
Research & Victim 
Assistance (CVRVA)

On 29 November 2022, the 
Centre was inaugurated by Prof. 
Dr. K. Chockalingam, Founding 
President of the Indian Society 
of Victimology, Founding Head of 
the Department of Criminology, 
University of Madras & Former 
Vice Chancellor, Manonmaniam 
Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli
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Centre for Languages and Translation launched

On 2 December 2022, eminent 
academic, Prof. G.N. Devy 
launched the Centre for Languages 
and Translation

Dignitaries and  SoLAS students 
lit the lamp on the occasion

RVU has 12 research centres
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Distinguished Public Lecture Series

He delivered a lecture on the Electoral 
Reforms on 31  May 2022

School of Economics and Finance hosted a webinar 
on 22 April 2022 by inviting Dr. Bibek Debroy who is a 
distinguished economist and the Chairman of the Economic 
Advisory Council to the prime minister

We hosted a distinguished public lecture on “Building a 
future ready campus” on 22 July 2021 by inviting Dr. R. 
Balasubramaniam, Founder of Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Movement and Grass Roots Research and Advocacy 
Movement

Shri N. Gopalaswami
Padma Bhushan Awardee, Chancellor of National 
Sanskrit University, and the President of Madras 
Institute of Development Studies

Dr. R Balasubramaniam
Member-HR, Capacity Building Commission, Govt of India

Dr. Bibek Debroy
Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
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Hosted Ramon Magsaysay Award Winners

On 4 October 2021,  
Dr Harish Hande, 
Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of 
SELCO Foundation 
and Ramon Magsaysay 
Award winner, 
spoke on the topic  
“Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation for Poor”

Harish Hande
SELCO Foundation

On 2 October 2021, Mr. Bezwada Wilson, noted 
social activist and Ramon Magsaysay Award winner 
delivered a Distinguished Public Lecture

Bezwada Wilson
Safai Karamchari Andolan

On 25 March 2022, Ramon Magsaysay award 
winning Carnatic vocalist, Sri T. M. Krishna and his 
disciples conducted a masterclass for members of 
RVU community

T.M Krishna
Carnatic vocalist, writer, activist
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RVU hosts two illustrious Rhodes Scholars

Rhodes Scholars - Prof. Madhura Swaminathan, 
Professor and Head of the Economic Analysis 
Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore, 
visited our campus on 21 September 2021 and 
Prof. C. Raj Kumar, Vice Chancellor, O.P. Jindal 
Global University  on 13 December 2021. They 
delivered inspiring lectures to the students, 
staff and faculty of RVU

Prof. C. Raj Kumar
Vice-Chancellor, O.P. Jindal Global University

Prof. Madhura Swaminathan
Indian Statistical Institute

We, at RVU, strive to create an enriching 
environment which prepares students 
for their future professional life while 
contributing towards their personal 
development as well. We have hosted 
many stalwarts and experts from 
academia, Government, industry,  among 
others
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Dr. Chintan Vaishnav
Mission Director, Atal Innovation 

Mission, NITI Aayog

Mr. Ganesh Shankar
Founder and CEO, FluxGen

 Mr. Ramesh Vangal
Founder & Chairman Katra 

Group

Swami Sarvapriyanandaji Maharaj
President, Vedanta Society, New York

Dr. Suresh Katta
Chairman Emeritus, Saama 

Technologies

Mr. Amitabh Saran
CEO, Altigreen Propulsion 

Labs

Mr. Rajan Pental
Global Head, Retail Banking, 

YES Bank

Mr. Troy Tohid
Asia Head, Institutional 

Services, Morgan Stanley

Mr. Vivek Sunder
CEO Cuemath - ex COO 

Swiggy

Renowned experts visited RVU and delivered inspiring talks
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Student and Faculty Accomplishments

M.Des Student, Ms. Jahnavi has won 
Dsourcechallenge.org in the category of Toy/
Game design. The theme was Sustainable 
Development Goal

We are proud to share that Ms. Soujanya 
Manasa, a B.Tech. student from the 
SoCSE performed Yakshagana, a 
traditional Karnataka folk dance, at the 
G20 Summit meeting held in Bengaluru 
on 13 December 2022

Ganesh M. Shastry, student of 
SoB and Mannat Kaur from SoLAS 
emerged over all Champions in the 
Badminton mix doubles competition 
organised by Transcend Group of 
Institutions out of a total 18 teams

Student achievements
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Students received 
scholarships from the  

Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Karnataka, Shri Basavaraj 
S Bommai on 8 December 

2021
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Sumanth S Kumar from SoLAS and Pranav 
Prasanna Devatha, from the SoB, won 
against top universities in the southern 
zone, and qualified for the National-level 
Environment Youth Parliament

Teesha Debnath, a SoLAS student, won 
the second place in an open competition 
organised by the Centre for Technology 
and Public Policy (CITAPP), IIITB
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Faculty achievements

Prof. Y.S.R. Murthy, Vice Chancellor, RVU was conferred with the ‘Leadership 
Award’ by IndiGlobal Network and Karnataka Skill Development Corporation  
for his outstanding contribution to academics

Prof. Devraj Byrappa from the School of Design and Innovation (SoDI) received the 
prestigious Karnataka Lalita Kala Academy Award 2021
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Vice Chancellor receiving Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to CSR from 
Hon’ble Governor of Karnataka on 24 April 
2022

Dean SoCSE, Dr. Sanjay Chitnis, on behalf 
of RVU, receiving Outstanding Academic 
Institution Award in Mumbai

VC, RVU, Prof. Y.S.R. Murthy was presented with the Rashtriya Gaurav Samman Award 2022. 
It was presented by Member, NHRC, Mr. Justice M.M. Kumar at Constitution Club, Delhi on 9 
November 2022
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Vice Chancellor, RVU addressed Officer Trainees at LBSNAA, Mussoorie in 
December 2021 and September 2022
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Dr. Pushkarni Panchamukhi

Dr. Piyush Roy, Dean, School of Liberal Arts and Science
His new academic book/ monograph, Appreciating Melodrama Theory and Practice in Indian Cinema 
and Television, published by Bloomsbury (New Delhi, London, Oxford, New York, Sydney 2022), has 
been globally launched in Asia, Europe, Australia and North America. He also directed and produced  
the film on Lord Jagannath titled ‘Monarch of the Blue Mountain’

Dr. Pushkarni Panchamukhi, Assistant Dean, School of 
Economics (SoE) along with co-author, Prof Jandhyala 
Tilak, has published a chapter in the International 
Encyclopaedia of Education (fourth edition) by Elsevier 
Science. The 56-page article is on ‘Globalisation and 
Political Economy of Education Development in South 
Asia’

Prof. Phanikumar Kumar  Pullela, Professor, School 
of Computer Science and Engineering (SoCSE) 
became a Patent Agent after passing the exam and 
evaluation by Patent office, Government of India

Prof. Phani Kumar Pullela
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Dr. Debjani Halder, Assistant Professor, School 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences (SoLAS) secured 
part-funding from ICSSR and organised a multi-
disciplinary international conference as part of Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav

RVU has secured a grant of nearly 3 million Norwegian Kroner equivalent to Rs. 2.5 Crore for a global 
environmental humanities project. Led by the Arctic University of Norway in association with the 
University of Campinas, Brazil, RV University, Bengaluru and the Highland Institute, Kohima, it will 
bring together scholars, students and researchers working in three of the most valuable, yet fragile 
ecosystems on our planet – the Arctic, the eastern Himalayas and the Amazon. The aim of the project 
is to create a multi-national, multi-institutional M.A. Programme for Global Environmental Humanities. 

The proposal was co-written by SoLAS faculty members, Dr. Meera Baindur, the project in-charge in 
India, and Dr. Soundarya Iyer and facilitated by Dean, SoLAS, Dr. Piyush Roy

Prof. Deepa Ganesh, Executive Director, Centre 
for Visual and Performing Arts (CVPA) published 
over 20 media and journal publications in one 
academic year

Dr. Soundarya IyerDr. Meera Baindur

RVU secured a Rs. 2.5 crore grant from the Government of Norway for a global project

Prof. Piyush Roy

Dr. Debjani Halder

Prof. Deepa Ganesh
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Recognitions  
received from 
top education 

magazines
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Student clubs and societies

One of the defining features of studying in 
a vibrant university like RVU is the student-
led clubs. All these clubs are formed and run 
by the students themselves with guidance 
and support from the faculty.
 
These clubs help hone the leadership skills 
of the students, while acting as a platform 
to pursue their interests and passion in 
areas as diverse as animal care, LGBTQI+, 
photography, filmmaking, art, etc.
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20+  Student Clubs and Societies
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Halloween Celebrations

Ethnic Day

Ghouls, spirits, demons, witches, and vampires were seen on 
the campus, as our students organised a Halloween party on 7 
November 2022. The faculty and staff too joined it

The first official ‘Ethnic Day’, organised by RVU 
Students Club on 10 June 2022 was truly a blast! It 
was a fun-filled day where students exhibited their 
talents and passion for dedicated causes through 
dance, acting, singing, comedy skits, games,  and 
fashion shows, among others
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Karnataka Rajyotsava 

Nurturing Nature

In a tribute to the golden heritage of Karnataka State, 
our students from the  Legacy club celebrated the 
Karnataka Rajyotsava with full pride and honour on 
25 November 2022

‘Nurturing Nature’, a gardening event was hosted 
by the Peer Support Group on 7 December 2022. 
Faculty, students and staff participated in it with full 
enthusiasm
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Mental Health Awareness Week

The School of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
(SoLAS) and the Centre for Counselling 
and Wellbeing Services (CCWS) 
organised Mental Health Awareness 
Week, a week-long activity on 10 - 
14 October 2022 to commemorate 
World Mental Health Day. During the 
week, our Peer Support Group student 
volunteers organised several activities 
to raise mental health awareness, 
destigmatize counselling and promote 
help-seeking behaviour in the campus 
community

Our students celebrated Pride month by 
conducting a Pride March in our campus 
which was organised by Poppins students 
club in June 2022

Pride March
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Events

The grand finale of the Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 
2022 Hardware Edition was held at RV University 
on 2 September 2022, one of the Nodal Centres for 
this prestigious event conducted by the Innovation 
Cell, Ministry of Education, Government of India. A 
total of 19 teams who were selected as finalists after 
the earlier 2 rounds participated in the hackathon 
from across the nation for the 3rd round of Grand 
Finale to solve the five problem statements provided 
by various industries

RVU hosted India’s First Teen 
Indie Film Awards (TIFA) 2022 
on 12 November 2022, which is a 
unique event curated for teenagers 
and budding artists within the age 
group of 13-19 years to showcase 
their innovation and aesthetic 
instincts. The films selected for 
showcase at TIFA 2022 featured 
entries from student filmmakers 
exploring personal and universal 
themes ranging from intimate 
and reflective essay films on 
being a teenager to heartfelt 
documentaries on Nature  
Environment conservation, 
thriller fiction, Sci-Fi, and even 
experimental cinema 

Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2022

First Teen Indie Film Awards 2022 
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The Centre for Visual and Performing Arts (CVPA) in collaboration with SPICMACAY conducted ‘Virasat 
2022’ a week-long festival of yoga, music, dance, handicrafts, cinema, and nature walk. ‘Virasat’ was 
an interactive event where students engaged directly with the maestros through the workshops and 
gained great insights from them. What better way to immerse oneself in the fascinating world of the 
rich heritage of Indian art and culture!

Students from SoDI conducted a 
weeklong exhibition MetaMorph 
2022 on 16 May 2022 where they 
demonstrated critical thinking, 
creativity, and craftsmanship 
acquired through their course. 
After a year of learning and hard 
work, students showcased their 
fully immersive artwork in this 
exhibition. Present in the picture 
are Mr. D.P. Nagaraj, Joint 
Secretary, RSST, Prof. Y.S.R. 
Murthy, Vice Chancellor, RVU 
and Prof. Vinay Mundada, Dean, 
SoDI

RV University successfully hosts VIRASAT-a weeklong dance, music, art 
workshop & concert

MetaMorph 2022 by School of Design & Innovation 

Staff and students of RVU observe International Day 
of Yoga on 21 June 2022
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On 21 December 2021, the 
faculty and staff soaked in 
the spirit of Christmas, when 
they participated in the get-
together. Secret Santa and 
other fun activities made the 
event a memorable one. It was 
again celebrated this year on 
23 December 2022
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RVU collaborated with RVCE, 
Rotary International and Indian Red 

cross and donated 750 units of 
blood. The blood donation drive was 

held at our campus

BarCamp Bangalore 2022

SoCSE  hosted BarCamp Bangalore  2022 
on 5 November 2022- a unique event that 
brought together  passionate people from 
diverse backgrounds to share their ideas and 
collaborate with like- minded people

Blood donation camp
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Laya Lavanya

RVU Intra sports festival

RVU hosted a percussion ensemble by Laya Lavanya 
on 23 September 2021. This melodious evening was  
attended by members of the Trust, Governing Board, 
VC, Deans, faculty, and members of the staff

The first intrasports festival 
was held in June 2022. A day 
of excitement and competition, 
the students cheered for their 
favourite players with great 
enthusiasm.The events came to 
an end with the prize distribution 
ceremony. The winners were 
felicitated with trophies and 
certificates
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Conferences
`

International Conference on Peace,
 Conflict Prevention & Resolution

Sunday,27 February 2022 
5 PM to 7 PM

Indian Standard Time

You are invited to a virtual

https://youtu.be/Bh6O43J88kU

 

Scan to join the Conference

Programme
Welcome Address -  Rtn. CA. R Mahesh Iyer 

President - Rotary eClub of Bangalore Dist.3190, India

Context  Setting  - Rtn. Dr. Y.S.R Murthy
Vice Chancellor, RV University, Bangalore, India

Panel 1 
Role of Educational Institutions in Promoting Peace

Panel 2 
Strategies for Conflict Prevention and Resolution

Vote of Thanks – Rotaractor Dr. Vasuki Krishnan
Peace and Conflict Resolution Director – Rtr.Dist 3190 

icCl k here to add event to your calendar

International conference on Peace, Conflict Prevention & Resolution jointly 
organised by RV university and Rotary eClub of Bangalore District 3190

SoLAS, in collaboration with 
Indian Council of Social Science 
Research (ICSSR), hosted 
a three-day international 
conference from 23 September 
2022 at our campus. Over 
20 delegates from across 
the country presented their 
thoughts and research papers 
on  the conference theme

ICSSR-RVU host a 3-day International seminar  
on ‘The Other Side of Independence: Depiction 
of Silence, Trauma and Triumph of Refugees in 
Indian Cinema and Literature’
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Partnerships and Collaborations

On 5 April 2022, RV University and Mu Sigma signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to offer 
a unique four-year B.Sc. (Hons.) programme in Decision Sciences.  This is the first Apprenticeship-
based UG programme in India along the lines of the Co-Op concept from US and Canadian universities

The agreement was signed on 8 July 2022 by Dr. Madan Annavarjula, Dean, Bryant University’s College 
of Business, Professor Y.S.R Murthy, VC, RVU. Shri D.P. Nagaraj, Pro Vice Chancellor, RVU and Hon. 
Joint Secretary, RSST was present at this signing ceremony. Dr. Rupendra Paliwal, the Chief Academic 
Officer/Provost, Bryant University was instrumental in bringing this MoU to fruition

RVU offers India’s first Apprentice-based UG programme

MoU with Bryant University

RV University inked 
an MoU with Bryant 

University, USA
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RV University signed an MoU on 17 November 2022 with Harrisburg University of Science and 
Technology, a university focused on STEM education and programs. The universities have forged a 
long-term collaboration to promote and develop academic and educational cooperation in the field of 
STEM based on promoting mutual understanding and academic collaboration

RV University signed an MoU with ACCA for extending the benefits of the accelerated programme of 
ACCA to its students. We also inked MoU with FTIGlobal, the platinum partner of ACCA at Bangalore 
to impart coaching on ACCA to our students

MoU with Harrisburg University of Science and Technology

MoU with ACCA
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INTERNATIONAL 
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NATIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS
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